
   Fr. John P. Fischer of 

Cross Catholic Outreach 

will be visiting St. Anthony 

Parish next weekend, February 23 & 24, 

to offer our weekend  Masses and to 

speak on behalf of the poor in 

developing countries.  This ministry was 

founded to create a meaningful link 

between parishes in America and the 

priests and nuns working in the Church 

overseas in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, 

Central and South America. 

   Fr. Fischer was ordained as a member 

of the Comboni Missionaries on July 17, 

1976.  He has worked in Comboni and 

Diocesan Missions in Kenya East Africa. 

   As a priest of the Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati, Fr. Fischer has served as 

Hospital Chaplain, Mission Director, 

Tribunal Judge and Pastor between 1989 

and 2011. 

   He has served as president of the U.S. 

Catholic Mission Association and on the 

National and international Catholic 

Committee of Scouting.    

   St. Anthony is pleased to welcome Fr. 

Fischer to our Parish; please greet him 

with our warm St. Anthony hospitality. 

 

ST. ANTHONY’S DIRECTORY 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Father Robert Slaton……….734-854-1143  

     frslaton@stanthonytemperance.org  

Rectory……...…………………734-854-1143  4605 St. Anthony Road, Temperance, MI 48182 

Fax……………………………..734-854-4622  

Parish E-mail……...….…....stanthony@bex.net 

Web site:  stanthonytemperance.org 

 
************************************** 

OFFICE STAFF: 
Michelle Lindsey, Parish Secretary:  734-854-1143        stanthony@bex.net    

 Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday: 9:00am - 4:30pm; Friday: 9am - 1:00pm 
 

Linda Moeltner, Business Office:      734-854-8445         busadmin@stanthonytemperance.org 

 Office Hours: Tuesday: 9:00am - 3:00pm 

  
************************* 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY & MUSIC 

Eric Hite……419-266-0571…..ehite820@gmail.com 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) 

Ginny Stout, RE Coordinator……...734-854-1160          dredu@stanthonytemperance.org 

  Office Hours: Monday - 10:30am - 5:00pm 
  

************************* 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday (Sunday Vigil):  5:00pm (OF-MC)          

Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am (OF-MC); 12:00pm (EF-MC)  
     

Holy Days:   Check Bulletin & Website 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30pm;   
Thursday: 6:00 - 6:30pm  
 

Devotions 
First Friday:   9:00am & 7:00pm Mass (OF-LM)        
First Saturday: 9:00am Mass (EF-MC) 

O. L. of Perpetual Help & Prayer  - Wednesday @ 6:15pm 
 

             Prayer Blankets                                                             Prayer Chain    
Sandy Maenle……734-847-7813                                                                       Miriam Dressel….…734-888-1192 
 
 

Our Sacramental Policy    
   Six-month Parish registration and participation are required for Baptism, Confirmation and 
Marriage. 
Baptisms:  Arrangements must be made in advance and parents must attend a baptism class.  The 
Church requires that at least one of the parents be a practicing Catholic, and the Godparents must 
be active, practicing, fully initiated Catholics at least 16 years of age.  If two Godparents: must be 1 
male & 1 female; if one Godparent: may be male or female. 
 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least nine months in advance.  Please call the rectory 
office.  Officiate at the ceremony must be St. Anthony Parish Pastor or a family member.  
 

Funerals:  Officiate must be St. Anthony Parish Pastor or a family member.   
Please note: The services of the Parish Organist are used for all sacramental liturgies. 

    
For more details regarding our Sacramental policies and procedures,  

please refer to the Sacrament link on our Parish web-site. 

 ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CATHOLIC CHURCH 
TEMPERANCE, MICHIGAN 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

“The Antonian”   
February 17, 2019 

Please Note: 
   There are a few changes in the 

morning Mass schedule for this week: 
 

Monday: 9:00am Mass 

Tuesday:  No Mass 

Wednesday:  8:30am Mass 

Thursday: No Morning or Evening  

Mass; No Confessions 

Friday: No Mass 
 

   The schedule of Masses offered at our 

neighboring Parishes can be found on 

page 3 in today’s bulletin.  

mailto:ehite820@gmail.com
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Mass Schedule 

Key to Abbreviations: 
EF - Extra-ordinary Form (Trad. Latin Mass) 

OF - Ordinary Form (New Rite; Novus Ordo) 

LM - Low Mass; MC - Missa Cantata (Sung) 
 

 

Monday, February 18, 2019 

9:00am Louis Smith 
(OF-LM)                     by John & Colleen Clark 
 

President’s Day 

St. Simeon (107), B., M., Patriarch of Jerusalem,  

   first cousin of Jesus, crucified at age 120 (Trad.) 

St. Bernadette Soubirous (1879), V., R., saint of  

   Lourdes (New/some places; Trad./some places) 

St. Flavian (449), B., Patriarch, M. (Hist.) 
 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

No Mass 

 

St. Conrad of Piacenza (1351), Hermit, invoked for  

   cure of hernias (Hist.) 

St. Barinus (296), Pr., M., brother of Pope St. Caius,  

   father of  St. Susanna; ordained in old age (Hist.) 
                       

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

8:30am Elmer John Moran 
(OF-mc)                       by John & Colleen Clark 
                                                           

Sts. Francisco Marto (1919) & Jacinta Marto  
   (1920), seers of Fatima (New/some places) 

St. Eucherius (743), B. (Hist.) 

St. Amata (Amy) (1250), R., niece of St. Clare of  

   Assisi (Hist.) 
 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

No Masses 
                         

St. Peter Damian (1072), B., D. (New) 
 

Friday, February 22, 2019 

No Mass 
 

Feast of the Chair of St. Peter at Antioch (New,  

   Trad.) 
 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 
          

St. Polycarp (166), B., M., invoked against earaches 

    (New) 

St. Peter Damian (1072), B., D. (Trad.) 
 

************************************* 

Sunday Vigil  Mass  

5:00pm Barbara Wild  

(OF-MC)                      by John & Colleen Clark 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday, February 24, 2019 

 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time (New)  

     Sexagesima Sunday (Trad.) 
 

8:00am  Randy Yeager 

(OF-MC)                        by Kirk & Eileen Shade 
                                                                        

10:00am  Vic Stevens 
(OF-MC)                            by Sharon Stevens 
 

12:00pm  People of St. Anthony 
(EF-MC)                                     
                                                                             

St. Matthias (1st C), Ap., M., replaced Judas (Trad.) 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday, February 18: 

  Genesis 4:1-15,25;  Mark 8:11-13 
 

Tuesday, February 19:  

  Genesis 6:5-8,7:1-5,10;  Mark 8:14-21 
 

Wednesday, February 20: 

 Genesis 8:6-13,20-22;  Mark 8:22-26 
 

Thursday,  February 21: 

  Genesis 9:1-13;  Mark 8:27-33 
 

Friday, February 22: 

  1Peter 5:1-4;  Matthew 16:13-19 
 

Saturday, February 23: 

  Hebrews 11:1-7;  Mark 9:2-13 
 

Sunday, February 24: 

       1Samuel 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23 

 1Corinthians 15:45-49 

 Luke 6:27-38 

This Week’s Calendar 
Monday, February 18, 2019 
President’s Day - Offices Closed 
9:00am -  Mass 
9am - 3pm - St. Augustine H. S. Enrich. 
No Religious Ed 
 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
No Mass 
 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
8:30am - Mass  
6:15 - 7pm- Perpetual Help & Prayers 
 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 
No Masses or Confessions Today  
9am - 3pm - St. Augustine H. S. Enrich. 
 

Friday, February 22, 2019 
No Mass 
 

Saturday, February  23, 2019 
3:30-4:30pm -  Confessions 
Cross Catholic Outreach 
5:00pm  - Sunday Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 

8:00am; 10:00am; 12:00pm - Mass 
Cross Catholic Outreach 
1:15pm - 50/50 Drawing - Narthex 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

The Offertory Story 
February 12, 2019 

# Env. assigned: 289;     # Env. used: 122 

Envelope total                 $  6,308.00 
Loose:       $     539.00 
Children’s Envelopes:     $       15.69 
Total                                 $  6,862.69 
Weekly Budget amount..$  5,400.00 
+Over/-Under Budget     $+  1,462.69 
Year To Date +-             $ -16,342.89 

 

Other: 
Candles                          87.00 
CD’s                           26.00 
Hall Rental                               450.00 
Holy Day              20.00 
Initial Offering                            20.00 
Total for Other:                       603.00 

Contribution statements for 2018 

for Tax purposes are available upon 

request. Please contact Michelle Lindsey 

in the Parish Office. Ladies’ Mardi Gras 
       Celebration 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 
1-3pm - Padua Hall 

All ladies of the Parish are invited to 
our Mardi Gras Celebration! 

Mardi Gras, literal translation: Fat 
Tuesday, is the final day of “Carnival” 
season that began on the feast of 
Epiphany. 
   The food for this gathering will be 
appetizers & desserts.  We’ll be 
providing a cheese & cracker tray, a 
King Cake, a variety of paczkis and 
beverages.  Please bring a dessert to 
pass. 
Please RSVP to Michelle or Linda in 

the Parish Offices 734-854-1143 
by Monday, March 4. 

Monday, February 18, 2019 
 All Parish Offices will be closed 

 No Religious Ed 

 Mass will be at 9:00am 

Copies of “Magnificat” are available 

in the Narthex, through the efforts of one 

of our parishioners.  Please feel free to 

take a copy.  This monthly publication is 

an excellent source of daily prayer, 

meditation, and inspiration.  Included in 

each issue are Daily Mass Texts, Prayers, 

Saints’ Lives, Stories of Faith and 

Commentaries on Sacred Art. 



Tyler & Jen Oehlers 
Austin Oehlers 

Jenny Pam 
Elwyn Perry 
Bob Quinell 
Judy Raabe 

Rakebrand Family 
Harriet Rochowiak 

Carol Romero 
Rick Schneider 
Jean Schroeder 
Augustine Scott 
Margaret Scott 
Robert Shute 

Alexander, Andrew & 
Tanner Skeldon 

Linda Slaton 
Anne Sommers 
Special Intention 
Randy Stowell 
Lacey Thomas 

Marge Townsend 
Tom Townsend 

Mike & Monique Trembley 
Carole VanBrandt 
Virginia VanKirk 

Aaron Vyse 
David Wahr 

Devin Watkins 
Rebecca Williams 
Debbie Wisniewski 

Casie Yeager  
Randy Yeager 
Kathy Young 

Judy Zimmerman 

All the Recipients of the 
Prayer Blankets and 

Prayer Squares 
 

All those in Jails or Prisons 
 

Maria Baer 
Sherry Bailey 

Jennifer Bellamy 
John Bordine 
Fred Borowski 
Toni Breininger 

Wayne Breininger 
Michelle (Toni Breininger’s Friend) 

Jan Brissette 
Donald Buckholtz 

Jack Burns 
James Callahan 
Michael Callahan 

Bob Carey 
Karen Cornwell 

Dcn. George Cousino 
Lowell Cousino 
Prudy Cousino 
Sara Cousino 
Martha Eades 
Elaine Esper 

Jeanne Fenton 
Scott Ferguson 

Ed Fish 
Jordon Frye 
Jim Fuelling 

Joe Gouin, Jr. 
Ken Grycza 
Olivia Haley 

Eric Hall 
Steve Haman 
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é.Let us Pray foré. 
Janet Harrell 

Gloria Hartman 
Fr. John Hedges 

Barbara Hite 
Nicholas Hochrein 
Michelle Holinger 

Jim Hulwicki 
JoAnn Huntwork 

Bill Hurley 
Heather Hyden 

Rosemary Jacobs 
Kathy Kapela 
Gloria Knaggs 

Jonah Kornberg 
Wayne Langscheid 
Audrey Lawrence 

Jim Lemble 
Judy & Gary Lowen 

Sister Bernard Lynch 
Dick MacAdams 

John Maenle 
Sandy Maenle 

Hudson Joseph Mata 
Tim Miller 

Cameron Minney 
Diane Miscannon 
Robert Moeltner 
Eugene Molnar 
Steve Murzynski 

Sue Meyers 
Karl Nagley 
Dawn Neal 

Bonnie Nolan 
Josh Nolan 

Julia Nusbaum 
Tim O’Brien 

St. Anthony of Padua,  
Our Patron and Intercessor,  

Pray for Us. 

 Liturgical Assignments  for  February 23 & 24, 2019  

Mass Priest Lector Altar Servers 

Saturday,  
5:00pm Mass 

Fr. John 
Fischer 

J. Rawski L. Rawski 

Sunday,  
8:00am Mass 

Fr. John 
Fischer 

L. Cousino A. Vaughn 

Sunday,  
10:00am Mass 

Fr. John 
Fischer 

M. Lindsey J. & T. Dollison 

Sunday,  
12:00pm (EF-LM) 

Fr. John 
Fischer 

-- J. Hajdu; R. Oehlers;  
T. Peterson 

Upcoming Parish Events: 
 

¶ Ladies Luncheon - March 5 

¶ Ash Wednesday - March 6 

¶ K of C Breakfast - March 10 

¶ Rummage Sale - April 3 & 4 

¶ St. Luke Production “Tolton” - April 7 

Please keep in your prayers all 
our service men and women, 
especially:  

 AB Aaron Ford, USAF 

 Patrick Clark, Navy 

 Kay Clark, USAF 

 Charlie Gunterman, USMC 

 Kenneth Lee Ziegler, Jr., Army 

   We will be collecting Palms 

from last year’s Palm Sunday to 

burn for ashes for Ash Wednesday 

(March 6). 

   Please bring any palms from home and 

place them in the designated box 

in the Narthex, no later than 

Thursday, February 28.  

Traveling Vocation Chalice  
February 17   Homero Ortiz 
February 24   The Eagle Family 
March 3           The Browns 
March 10        The Cousino Family 

The Weekday Mass Schedule at St. 

Anthony will be modified this week; 

please feel welcome to attend Mass at one 

of our neighboring parishes: 
 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 

9:00am;  

No Mass on Thursday 
 

St. Joseph, Erie: 
No Mass on Monday; 

Tuesday: 6:00pm;  

Wednesday & Thursday: 8:00am;  

Friday: 8:30am 

Jubilarian Mass - Update 
   Thank you to all who contributed in 
making our Jubilarian Celebration (last 
week at the 10am Mass) a wonderful 
celebration.   Thank you, Fr. Slaton, Eric 
Hite, and all who served at the Mass. The 
beautiful Mass included a special blessing 
by Fr. Slaton for the Jubilarian couples. 
Following Mass, the Anniversary couples 
were served a delicious complimentary 
breakfast by our Knights of Columbus at 
their February Breakfast buffet.  All the 
couples received a corsage/boutonniere, 
Blessed St. Anthony candle, certificate 
and goodie bag filled with treats. 
   Thank you to Grace Hajdu for the 
beautiful decorations in Kenna Hall, (with 
the help of John Hajdu), the delightful 
goodie bags, and for preserving our 
memories with photos.  Thank you to 
Miriam Dressel who provided the 
professionally done commemorative 
programs. 
   With anniversaries ranging from 25 
years to 68 years, our Parish Is truly 
blessed with so many  couples witnessing 
the sacredness of the vocation of 
marriage; you are an inspiration to us all!  



St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church  Temperance, Michigan    

Returning to our inquiry about the Sacred Scriptures and the Catholic faith, we were last asking about the approach to understanding 

the Bible.  For the purposes of brevity, we will be focusing on the New Testament.  Throughout the history of Christianity, the 

Scriptures have been used as our most sacred source documents for purposes of prayer, teaching, and spiritual nourishment within 

the body of Christ.  As St. Paul reminds us: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and 

for training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).  Keeping this perspective in mind, we may be tempted to sympathize with the early 

‘reformers’ of the 16th century.  When bright and enthusiastic men such as Luther encountered scandal and corruption within the 

Church they sought to understand the root of the problem.  During this search, the general consensus among the reformed minded 

clerics was that the Church had lost its way in terms of correct doctrine and teaching.  If this assumption was truly the case, then it only 

seemed logical to return to the primary source documents for necessary doctrinal correction.  Early on in the reform movement the 

slogan of “Sola Scriptura” began to be embraced among the protesters.  Scripture alone was to be the sole source and final judge of 

the purity of Christian belief and practice.   

 

The theory seemed to be quite reasonable.  The Sacred Scriptures were agreed to be the divinely inspired Word of God and our most 

direct source into the life, the mind, and the teachings of Jesus; surely we could find the correct course by probing into the mysteries 

of the Bible.  Luther insisted that the Sacred Scriptures contained the truth as guided and spoken by the Holy Spirit and thus the 

understanding of the same Spirit could be easily attained by any person of good will that studied the texts directly.  Any man of 

reasonable intelligence who approached the Scriptures with humility and prayer would have direct access to the divine light, truth, and 

understanding that the divine Spirit intended to convey in the sacred writings.  “Sola Scriptura” seemed to be a foolproof path to a 

purified faith of unity, charity, and peace; until its application proved to be less stable than Luther presumed.   

 

If we were to open a local phonebook and search for churches in the area, how many various denominations would we find?  While I 

am not certain of the exact statistical numbers, I believe there are some 1400 varieties of Christian denominations throughout the 

world today.  Each of these groups has established themselves as a supposed authority of the life, teaching, and mind of Jesus, and 

each holds the Bible as the only (or at least primary) source of the divine truth.  Some of these groups profess that salvation is 

obtained through faith alone, others argue that salvation is accepted as a gift of grace and that faith is received as part of that gift, still 

others hold that salvation is predestined and cannot be received but only discerned as God’s will for us.  Some believe that baptism is 

our entry into the mystical body of Christ while others teach that baptism is merely a public proclamation of the soul having been 

graced by God with salvation.  Among such groups we will find a wide diversity in beliefs surrounding such fundamental issues as: the 

divinity of Christ, the Trinity, the forgiveness of sins, the freewill of humanity, the existence and role of angelic beings, God’s will for 

the salvation of all, etc.  Such disagreements become even broader if we should dare to venture out of the realm of religious doctrine 

and into the realm of morality.  How could such disunity have resulted from such a simple approach? 

 

I feel that at this point I must state clearly that I am not attacking Protestants.  I have found many believers among these groups that 

possess a beautiful and sincere faith as well as a profound love for our Blessed Lord.  Many such individuals are among my family 

members and I do hold them in affection.  Nevertheless, I do find fault with Protestantism as theory and as a belief.  So why has this 

theory caused such division and confusion within the Christian world?  Without any claim to exhaust the matter, I would suggest some 

causes. 

1.  The written word has limitations.  This is a general statement that applies to all writings.  Consider the sentence: “I never said 

you stole money”.  These six words carry a simple meaning—a denial of an accusation.  However, with some basic context, 

the meaning can be nuanced.  What if the words were spoken and the inflection of the voice were place upon the first word?  

“I never said you stole money”.  This would seem to suggest that the accusation did take place but the speaker was not the 

source of the accusation.  Consider the meaning if the emphasis were place elsewhere.  “I never said you stole money”.  In 

this case the suggestion is given that money was inappropriately used or ‘borrowed’.  “I never said you stole money” would 

leave one with the impression that something other than money was stolen.  Now, consider the variety of meaning that could 

be drawn from the totality of the New Testament. 



 

 2. While the books of the New Testament have been and remain our most sacred writings, they were not intended to be the 

organizational documents of the Church.  If this had been the intention then we would expect that Jesus would have penned 

the text Himself.  I think the Protestant approach would be completely reasonable if our Blessed Lord had written the books 

with His own hand and then handed them to the Apostles with the instruction: “This is my word and instructions.  Read and 

do as the text indicates!”  However, this is not how Christianity was founded.  Jesus established a Church.  Twelve men were 

selected by our Lord and a considerable amount of time and effort was spent to form them into the Apostles that were 

mandated to go forth and preach to the nations.  The Apostles went forth with the advantage of personal knowledge of Jesus 

in their minds and hearts as well as His voice still ringing in their ears.  They had been entrusted with an authority to teach in 

His name (LK. 10:16) and a Supernatural guardian to guide and protect them as they were to proceed (Jn. 16:13).  The early 

Church was founded, flourished, and spread from the practice and teaching of the Apostles for decades before the Gospels 

were written down.  This Apostolic Tradition was the foundation of the Church which then produced the New Testament; the 

inverse practice is not historical. 

 

 3. Human nature has some interesting quirks.  I have found that there are always two dangers present when we approach 

subjects that may challenge us on the level of morality.  We are either tempted to hear exactly what we desire to hear or we 

hear what we are most afraid to hear.  Self deception is not new to our age, St. Paul had already seen this as a danger in 

apostolic times (cf.2 Tim. 4:3).  Luther’s proposal effectively made every person their own spiritual authority in terms of 

interpreting the Scriptures.  It wasn’t long before Luther found himself engaged in fierce disagreements with Papists and 

Protestants alike.  But what foothold did he have to stand on?  Everyone can read the Sacred Text and determine the 

meaning intended by the Holy Spirit.  Who was to say that the Spirit spoke more clearly to Luther than He spoke to Calvin or 

Zwingli?  

 

For 2000 years the Catholic faith has been taught and practiced throughout the world.  While there have been differences in local 

customs and practices, the Church has been substantially united in what she believes, how she prays, and in her structure of 

governance.  This unity is a gift from God and was clearly willed by our Blessed Lord (Jn. 17:21).  While the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit is credited with this perseverance on the supernatural level, there is an earthly dimension as well.  The Bible is 

invaluable and stands along with Sacred Tradition and the magisterium as mutual safeguards of the faith.  Like the three legs 

of a stool, these aspects of the Church serve as a counterbalance that keep the Church consistent and have done so from the 

beginning of her origin.  If one were to disregard some aspect of this balance, if we were to jettison part of the patrimony left 

to us by Christ; we would be surprised at the chaos and disunity that results. 

 

God Love you, 

Fr. Slaton               



Strange Times 
by Joe Sixpack 

 
These are indeed strange times. At this writing we are on the brink of a third world war and global economic 

collapse. We are on the brink of a new civil war in America, and similar conditions exist throughout the rest of 

the world. We live in a post-Christian era where sexual paganism is the new god, every sort of sexual 

perversion known to man has become the norm, and now matrimonial bliss for pet owners with their pets is 

being considered for legalization in some jurisdictions. 
 

In this post-Christian culture God has been completely rejected from public discourseðnot just in America 

but the entire world. Indeed, there are some jurisdictions now considering laws that would make the mere 

mention of the God of Christianity a hate crime punishable by imprisonment. Be assured, however, that 

religion is not dead! Paganism is the new official religion. In mid 2017, there was a total eclipse of the sun. 

Millions of people traveled great distances to be in the path of the eclipse just to celebrate this event. They 

were there to worship the sun and its eclipse. In fact, more people traveled across the country at great expense 

to worship the sun than there were in any Christian church the following Sundayðabout 30 times as many. So 

much for a country founded on the basis of Christianity! 
 

The year of 2017 is significant for several reasons. In October of 2017 the world takes notice of four 

anniversaries: the centenary of the Bolshevik Revolution, the 300th anniversary of Freemasonry (an enemy of 

the Catholic Church), the 500th anniversary of Protestantism, and the 100th anniversary of the most amazing 

singular event in human history. Of course, I'm talking about the appearance of Our Lady of Fatima and the 

miracle of the sun. The miracle of the sun is the only miraculous event in all of human history where the exact 

time and place of a miracle was foretold in advance. It is interesting that 100 years after the miraculous event 

with the sun, there was a total eclipse of the sun that had so many worshipers. It is even more interesting that 

this eclipse took place exactly 100 years to the month after Lucia, Jacinta, at Francisco (the children of 

Fatima) were jailed in an attempt to stop the apparitions. 
 

When you consider the shape the world is in and take into account the four anniversaries mentioned above, 

the most obvious conclusion one can reach is that we may very well be sitting at the end times. There is a lot 

of talk right now about Jesusô return and the end of the world. 
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Am I one of those alarmists who predicts the worldôs end? Well, historically, I'm not; however, today I am. 

And with thoughts of the end of the world in mindé 

 

What does this mean to the average Mass attending Catholic reading these words right now? Perhaps we 

should consider what Jesus told us two thousand years ago. 
 

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth. (Revelation 3:16) 

 

The events of the year 2017 and this passage of scripture should cause us to question ourselves. As a Catholic 

Christian, am I living completely in obedience to Christ and his Church's teachings (Luke 10:16)? Am I doing 

all I can to change the world by sharing Christôs teachings? Am I living a holy life, or will I be terrified and 

humiliated in Christôs presence for the condition in which He finds my soul? 

 

In these curious and strange times, I find myself wanting to be like John the Baptist. I want to preach one 

message to the entire world, especially Catholicsðmost especially myself. That message isé 

Repent! 
On the one hand, I am almost giddy at the idea of Jesus returning to earth for the final judgment. On the 

other hand, I am terrified! Yes, I'm terrified about what Jesus may say to me and how He sees my soul. But 

I'm also terrified of His justice and what this Day of Reckoning will mean to me and everyone I know. If I'm 

fortunate enough to be found in a state of grace, at least I can avoid that Hell. But when I think of all the time 

I have accumulated for punishment in purgatory I tremble. 

 

Complacencyðthat is, lukewarmnessðis something we can no longer afford. All of us are lukewarm to some 

degree; some more than others. Jesus hates lukewarmness. If you live in a perpetual state of mortal sin, you 

have consciously and actively made the choice to be an enemy of Christ. That activity and the abuse of your 

free will is at least something Jesus can respect, because you are doing something. If you are trying to be holy 

and share the faith, you are engaging in activity that Jesus can lovingly embrace. But if you are lukewarm, as 

the vast majority of Catholics are, you already know from the passage quoted above that Jesus holds this 

laziness and complacency in complete and utter contempt. Now is the time to change that! 

 

Again, as a Catholic you have two primary responsibilities: to become holy, and share the faith. Every other 

Catholic responsibility falls under one of these two primary responsibilities. I would suggest you renounce 

your lukewarmness and get on fire for Christ now while there is still time. I know I am! Because this is What 

We Believeé Why We Believe It. 

 

Got questions or comments about this or any other Catholic topic?  

Visit my website JoeSixpackAnswers.com today to find your answers.  

Also while you are there, sign up for my free email course about the Catholic faith. 
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